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Sunset as a Semiotic Representation of Civilizational Decline:

An Analytical Study of "Sunset of al-Andalus" by Aziz Abaza

Abstract:
This study aims to investigate the concept of sunset as a semiotic
sign indicative of civilizational decline through a structural analysis
of Aziz Abaza’s poetic play Sunset of al-Andalus. The play is treated
as a symbolic, historical, and intellectual text rich in semiotic layers.
The research adopts semiotics as its primary analytical approach,
applying it across various levels: linguistic, scenographic, temporal,
visual, and repetitive, to uncover how the sunset moment
transforms from a historical event into a complex symbolic structure
reflecting an inner collapse preceding external downfall. The study
is divided into five main sections. The first explores sunset as a
central sign within the structure of the play, tracing its presence in
the title, its recurrence in the linguistic fabric, and its emergence as
both a psychological and political state—culminating in its implicit
scenographic function as a semantic organizer of the text. The
second focuses on scenography as a visual semiotic field, analyzing

the setting of the Ambassadors’ Hall, as well as spatial, visual, and
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eractions, treating the scene as a visual text where non :

uditory 1
verbal signs interplay with narrative structures. The third examines
the multiplicity of scenes and the accumulation of signs, revealing
how dramatic units evolve into independent semantic fields filled
with proliferating symbols and recurring linguistic signs, with sunset
dispersed across spaces, times, and events. The fourth addresses the
transformation of sunset from a historical event into a broader
symbolic concept that reflects identity crises, temporal shifts from
the physical to the symbolic, and the sunset as a mirror of the Arab
present rather than a mere narration of a broken past. The fifth
investigates the multiplicity of signs and overlapping discourses
within the text, focusing on the scene structure as a semiotic field,
the plurality of voices and perspectives, the repetition of signs, and
the semantic displacements that grant the text its symbolic power.
The study concludes that sunset in this play is not merely a
depiction of a city’s fall but a symbolic representation of the collapse
of an entire civilizational project. The accumulation and interaction
of signs produce an open tragic discourse that transcends the past to
expose the present and warn of its potential recurrence in the
absence of vision and the persistence of causes. The study
recommends intensifying semiotic research in dramatic literature to
reveal its symbolic structures and their civilizational implications.

Keywords: Semiotics — Sunset — Poetic Drama -

Civilizational Decline — Sign — Aziz Abaza — Sunset of al-Andalus.
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